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Th e Wor d o f G o d
Book Of Common Prayer, pp. 355-60

Prelude
Worship begins with God.
God takes the initiative,
calling us together. Our
first act of public worship,
then, is to heed God’s call
and to join with others in
praising Him.
These
words remind us that our
worship centers in God,
not in ourselves.

(Please stand)
The Processional Hymn ‘Lo! He Comes, with Clouds Descending’ - Hymn 57 (H-1982)

Opening Acclamation
 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever.
Amen.

[2]

Sometimes called a Prayer of Illumination, this
Collect asks that the Holy
Spirit open our minds and
our hearts to the Word so
that we may not only hear
but understand, believe
and praise God.

The Collect for Purity

People
Framed in Greek with
early roots in the liturgy,
preceding even the use of
Latin, the verses are possibly based on Psalm 51:1 or
Matthew 15:25. The Kyrie
was used by both Martin
Luther and John Calvin as
an act of contrition.

Kyrie eleison

As a Trinitarian acclamation, the Gloria is an appropriate
way
to
acknowledge with thanks
and joy that we are the
beneficiaries of the unmerited gift of God’s grace
and mercy.

Gloria in excelsis Deo

Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

[3]

In light of God’s great
saving work, this prayer
asks God to help us serve
him faithfully. ‘Collect’ is
from the Latin ‘collecta’
meaning a gathering together.

The Salutation and Collect
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray -

People

Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness,
and put on the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility;
that in the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge both the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Advent Wreath Bidding and Prayer
People

With love and compassion,
Come, Lord Jesus.

With judgement and mercy,
Come, Lord Jesus.
In power and glory,
Come, Lord Jesus.
In wisdom and truth,
Come, Lord Jesus.
Let us pray Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith
and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment.

People
At services in the ancient
Jewish synagogue, a series
of biblical lessons were
read, a practice imitated
in Christian worship from
early times.

[4]

May we be obedient to your call
and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ,
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
for you are our light and our salvation.
Blessed be God for ever.
(Please sit)

The Lessons
The Old Testament

Isaiah 2:1-5
Walking in the light of the Lord.

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to
come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many
peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his
paths.’

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He
shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat
their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
People
For Jews and Christians,
this ancient songbook of
prayers is one of the primary resources for worship. They were also Jesus’ prayers—recall his
allusions various psalms
throughout the Gospels,
such as Psalm 22:1 in
Matt. 27:46 and Mk.
15:34, Pss. 42:5, 11, and
43:5 in Matt. 26:38, Jn.
12:27. The psalms are
emotive, repetitious, contradictory, earthy, angry
and full of wonder at simple things.

The Psalm

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 122

How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts.
I was glad when they said to me, *
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;
to which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the Lord.
R/For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
“May they prosper who love you.”
“Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
For my brethren and companions’ sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
I will seek to do you good.”
R/Glory to God, Source of all being,
Eternal Word and Holy Spirit:
People

The Epistles are read in
sequence and the readings from the Jewish
Scriptures are related to
either the Gospel or the
Epistle readings. During
the season of Easter,
readings from the Acts of
the Apostles may take
the place of the Jewish
Scripture reading.

The Epistle

As it was in the beginning, is now,
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Romans 13:11-14
The armor of light.

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let
us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
[5]

(Please stand)
The Gradual Hymn ‘Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding’ - Hymn 59 (H-1982)

The reading from the Gospels, the climactic reading,
has attracted special ceremonies, such as standing,
at least as far back as the
late fourth century. The
reading of the Gospel and
the book itself symbolize
the presence of Christ in
the liturgy of the word just
as the Eucharistic prayer
and the Eucharistic elements symbolize His presence in the liturgy of the
altar.

The Holy Gospel

Matthew 24:36-44
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Show us Lord, your love;
and grant us your salvation.

People

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

People

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will
be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and
one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one
will be left.
“Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.”

[6]

People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The sermon may teach; it
may even be therapeutic;
it may offer a more profound knowledge of the
biblical text, but these are
all side effects, not the
main point of preaching.
Though the reading and
preaching of the Word are
not a sacrament, it is sacramental. That is to say,
by reading and preaching,
Christ does indeed become
present to the congregation, just as He becomes
present in the celebration
of the Eucharist.
The Nicene Creed is a
statement of belief widely
used in Christian liturgy. It
is called Nicene because it
was originally adopted in
the city of Nicaea (present
-day İznik, Turkey) by the
First Council of Nicaea in
325. In 381, it was amended at the First Council of
Constantinople, and the
amended form is referred
to as the Nicene or the
Niceno-Constantinopolitan
Creed. It defines Nicene
Christianity. The Oriental
Orthodox and Assyrian
churches use this profession of faith with the verbs
in the original plural ("we
believe"), but the Eastern
Orthodox and Catholic
churches convert those
verbs to the singular ("I
believe"). The Anglican
and many Protestant denominations generally use
the singular form, sometimes the plural.

(Please sit)
The Sermon
(Please stand)
The Nicene Creed
People

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

[7]

(Please kneel)
The Prayers of the People
The Parish Prayer

Let us pray People

Gracious Father,
your loving providence
has brought us into the sacred fellowship of this parish.
Help us to praise you with such holy worship;
serve you with unselfish love;
and to give so generously for the spread of your kingdom
that we may be worthy members
of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
faithfully fulfilling our mission:
to make known your truth,
help the needy
and proclaim the abundant life in your name.
This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

The Intercessions

Lord Jesus Christ,
we watch and wait for your dawning Kingdom.
Gladden the hearts of your people:
may we may be found prepared and ready
to greet you with faith and hope.
Teach us to walk in the way of your Son.
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus Christ,
we watch and wait for your reign of peace.
We pray for Jerusalem and the Middle East.
May all nations lay aside the ways of darkness
and put on the armor of light.
Lord, in your mercy:
R/Lord Jesus Christ,
we watch and wait in your saving presence.
Be in our parish, in our community. places of work,
our school and all places of learning.
Draw us to seek the good of all.
Lord, in your mercy:
R/Lord Jesus Christ,
be with all who watch and wait by the side of someone they love.
We pray for all who are alone, fearful and anxious:
may your Advent Hope sustain them through the dark hours.
Lord, in your mercy:
R/-

[8]

Lord Jesus Christ,
we watch and wait for your coming in glory.
Preserve us at the hour of our death.
May your holy angels carry the faithful departed
to your eternal home.
Lord, in your mercy:
R/The Two Great Commandments
‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one;
you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’
Jesus said, ‘The second is this,
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.”
(Mk. 12:28-31)
Confession of Sin is the
corporate acknowledgement of our sin (missing
the mark) and our desire
to live into the fullness of
God’s call for us.

Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of Your Name.
Amen.

In the Absolution the
priest proclaims God’s
abundant grace and declares forgiveness to all.

The Absolution

People
The Peace is an ancient
practice among Christians.
It is a sign of love, affection, reconciliation, and
greeting.

 Almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
(Please stand)

The Peace
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

(We greet one another in the name of the Lord)
[9]

The Offertory Hymn ‘Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers’ - Hymn 68 (H-1982)

[10]

The Offertory Blessing
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.

Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory,
the splendor and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you and of your own do we give to you.
People

 Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer,
which earth has given and human hands have made.
For us it becomes the bread of heaven.

People

 Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.
For us it becomes the cup of salvation.

People

 Blessed be God for ever.

T h e H o ly C o m m u n i o n
Book Of Common Prayer, pp. 361-66

The Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God.
(Ep. 5:2)
In the words of Sursum
Corda we give thanks for
the life, death and resurrection of Christ, in whom
and through whom creation is restored in God’s
perfect likeness and all
creation is united to God
and each other. The consecratory prayer concludes
with the Great AMEN.
The Eucharistic Preface to
begin the Eucharistic Prayer expresses the great
richness of the liturgical
seasons - Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and
so on. They are theological lyrics, sometimes of
great beauty.

Sursum Corda
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

People

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

People

Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Eucharistic Preface
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise,
almighty God and everlasting Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son.
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh,
He fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world
to open for us the way of salvation.

[11]

Confident that your promise will be met,
we now watch for the day
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
to proclaim your glory,
for ever praising you and singing:
In the Sanctus we join
with saints and angels
and all of creation in a
song of praise and
thanksgiving to God.

Jesus did four important
things when he shared
bread with the disciples:
he took bread, blessed
it, broke it, and gave it.
And after he rose from
the dead, the disciples
recognized Jesus by
these same four actions. He did the same
when he fed the crowd
of five thousand people
who had heard him
come to preach (Matt.
14).

These Words of Institution (‘Do this for the
remembrance of me’)
are addressed not to
the congregation, but to
God. This is not a reenactment of the Last
Supper, but a prayer to
God.

[12]

Sanctus and Benedictus
People

(Please kneel)
Words of Institution

Holy and gracious Father:
In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son,
to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross,
and offered himself,
in obedience to your will,
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat:
This is my Body,
which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
The Memorial Acclamation follows the Institution narrative - the words
Jesus used at the Last
Supper over bread and
wine. It is our response
to God’s coming to dwell
among us, particularly in
the transformation of
bread and wine into
Christ’s Body and Blood.

The term ‘epiclesis’ was
borrowed from ancient
Greek into the Christian
tradition, where it designates the part of the
Anaphora
(Eucharistic
Prayer) by which the
priest invokes the Holy
Spirit (or the power of
God's blessing) upon the
Eucharistic bread and
wine. In the historic practice of the Western Christian Churches, the consecration is effected at the
Words of Institution.

The Memorial Acclamation

Epiclesis
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father,
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we offer you these gifts.
 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people
the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament,
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;
and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.
By him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father,
now and for ever.
Amen.

[13]

The Lord’s Prayer forms
the natural climax of our
participation in Christ’s
self-offering. Our corporate recitation binds us
together at a focal point
in the celebration and
expresses our unity with
one another in Christ.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People

Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
Bread is broken in order
to be shared. Symbolically Christians have seen
in the breaking of the
bread a reminder of the
Lord’s body broken on
the cross and of our own
need to be broken in
order both to share in the
life of Christ and to share
that life with others.

The Fraction Anthem
Celebrant

People

Agnus Dei
Agnus Dei is the Latin
name under which the
"Lamb of God" is honored within the Eucharist
and, by extension, other
Christian liturgies descending from the Latin
tradition. It is the name
given to a specific prayer
that occurs in these liturgies.

These words were spoken by John the Baptist
immediately before he
baptized Christ.

People

Ecce Agnus Dei

People

[14]

 Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Happy are we who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you;
but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed.

The Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
Come.
The final part of Holy
Communion proclaims
our going out. Unlike all
other prayers in the service, here we proclaim
our readiness to go out
into the world to love
and to serve God. Nourished with the body and
blood of Christ, we are
ready to do God’s work
in the world.

(Please kneel)
The Post-communion Prayer
Let us pray -

People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
(Please sit)

The Anthem
The Blessing is not a
closing prayer but God's
blessing pronounced by
the priest on the congregation as it is about to
leave. We go out to
meet joys and obligations, pleasures and troubles, secure in the shelter
of God's trustworthy
Word, and strong in its
power.

‘People, Look East’ (Eleanor Farjeon*)

Trinity Bells

The Blessing

People

The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
 and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and all those whom you love,
now and for ever.
Amen.

Parish Announcements

* ‘People, Look East’ was written by Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) and was first published as ‘Carol of
Advent’ in Part 3 of 'Modern Texts Written for or Adapted to Traditional Tunes’ in The Oxford Book of
Carols, 1928. Farjeon, a native of London, was a devout Catholic who viewed her faith as “a progression
toward which her spiritual life moved rather than a conversion experience” (The Presbyterian Hymnal
Companion, p. 323). She achieved acclaim as an author of children’s nursery rhymes and singing games,
and is best remembered for her poem ‘Morning Has Broken’.
[15]

(Please stand)
The Recessional Hymn ‘Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun’ - Hymn 11 (H-1982)

The Dismissal
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Postlude

The Hymnal 1982 (Copyright © 1985 The Church Pension Fund by license through
Ritesong Copyright © 2020 Church Publishing Incorporated).

[16]

Please ensure your cell phone is turned off throughout the service.
Thank you.

