
The Lessons Appointed for Use on  

the Feast of 

 

Holy Cross Day 
September 14 

RCL 

Isaiah 45:21-25 

Psalm 98  

Philippians 2:5-11 

Luke 15:1-10 

The Collect 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross that he 

might draw the whole world to himself: Mercifully grant that we, who glory in the mystery 

of our redemption, may have grace to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Isaiah 45:21-25 

Declare and present your case; 

let them take counsel together! 

Who told this long ago? 

Who declared it of old? 

Was it not I, the LORD? 

There is no other god besides me, 

a righteous God and a Savior; 

there is no one besides me. 

 

Turn to me and be saved, 

all the ends of the earth! 

For I am God, and there is no other. 

By myself I have sworn, 

from my mouth has gone forth in righteousness 

a word that shall not return: 

“To me every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall swear.” 

 

Only in the LORD, it shall be said of me, 

are righteousness and strength; 

all who were incensed against him 

shall come to him and be ashamed. 



In the LORD all the offspring of Israel 

shall triumph and glory. 

The Response 

Psalm 98  

Cantate Domino 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 

has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 

with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 

and the peoples with equity. 

The Epistle 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God 

as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness. 



And being found in human form, 

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to the point of death— 
even death on a cross. 

 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name 

that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

The Gospel 

Luke 15:1-10 

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees 

and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with 

them." 

So he told them this parable: "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until 

he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he 

comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, `Rejoice with me, 

for I have found my sheep that was lost.' Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 

repentance. 

"Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 

sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls 

together her friends and neighbors, saying, `Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I 

had lost.' Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 

who repents." 

 

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets. 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, 

and used by permission. 

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 
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